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¶ Jack vp Lande 

Compyled by the 

famous Geoffrey / 
| Chaucer, Hil 


Ezechlelis.xiii. 
Wo be vuto pou that 
diſhonour me to me peo 
ple toʒ an handful ofbar 
lye & foz a pete of head 
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Cum puuilegio 
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though by Antichꝛiſt x his, many 
' bertues bene tranſpoſed to vyces. 


f 


¶ Theſeb# the lewed queſtſons of Freres 
and obſeruatnces the whpch they « mon 
than Soddes lawe, and theefoze men ſhulden 
not gyue hem what Co they beggen, epll - 
they adden anſwered and clerely 


allopled theſe queſtions. 


Jack vplande make my mone 
to very god and to all true bele 
uynge in Chꝛyſt p Antichꝛpſt 
and his diſcyples by colour of holy⸗ 
nes walkyn and deceauen Chꝛyſtes 
church by many kals figures, where 


But the kelleſt folke that euer n 
tich:1ſt founde bene laſt bꝛought in 
to the church. and in a wonder wyſe, 
fo: they bene of dyuers, ſectes of In 
tichziſt, ſowen of dyuers contrees, 


kynteddes. And all men knowẽ wel 


that they be not obedient to byſſhop 


pes, ne ſehe men to kynges, nether 
they tylle ne ſowen, weden, ne rept 


woode, cin, ne graſſe, nether nethig 
that man ſhuld helpe, but oncly hem 


Ind fo2 becaule 


Aynt | 
that al out dedes (huld | 
Ren be done in charpte⸗ and 
MER Ss 1s not wozth, but 
> 2 dyſpleaſynge to God 
and harme to dure owne ſoulcs. 


Paul teacheth:s 


freres chalengen to 
An 


greateſt clerkes of p church, # next 
tolowinge Chziſt in Furie: men 
ſhulde fo: charyte axe hem ſome que 
ſtyons, and pꝛap hem to grounde 
thepranſwers in reaſon, and in holy 
wꝛpte, fo: cls theyr anſwere wolde 
not be worth, be it floꝛyſhed neuer ſo 
fay:e, and as me thynk men myght 
ſkylfully are thus ofa frere. 
Frere how many ozders be in 
earthe,and which is the perkyteſt oꝛ⸗ 
der! of what oꝛder art thou who ma 
de thyne oꝛder! what is thy rule? Js 
there ony perfyter rule than Chzyſt 
hymſelfe made! If Chꝛyſtes rule be 
mooſt pertyte why ruleſt thou the 
not therafter - wythout moꝛe. why 
ſhall a frere be moꝛe punyſthed yt he 
bꝛeak the rule that hys patron made 
than ykhe bꝛeake the heſtes that god 
hymſeife made: 

Appꝛoueth Chꝛiſt ony moꝛe telp⸗ 


ons than one that ſaynt James 
peaketh of:J f he Amen nomoz 


why haſt thou lefhys rule, and taks 
another: why is a frere apoſtata that 
leaueth hys oꝛder, and taketh ano⸗ 
ther ſecte, ſyth there is but one relp- 
gyon of Chpplte, ä 
Wyhy be ye wedded faſter to your 
abytes than a man is to hys 
Foz a man map leaue his wyfefoz a 
ycare oz two as manp inf do, and yt 
you leaue youre abyte a quarter of a 
yeare, ve ſhuld be holden apoſtatas. 
Maheth poure abyte you men of 
relygion 02 no: Jfit do,than euer as 
it weareth your relygyon weareth, 
and after that the abbyte is better, 
is you relygyon better, and whan 
ye lyggen it belyde you, than lyg 
pe poure relygyon beſyde you, and 
ben apoſtataſe, why by ye you ſo pze 
cyous clothes, ſyth no man ſeketh 
ſuch but foꝛ vayne gloʒp, as.ſ. Gre- 
goꝛp ſayth. 
What betokeneth youre greate 
hoode,yourelcaplerpe, 9 5 knot- 


fedgy2del,and youre wyde coape⸗ 
(hy ble pe al one coloute moꝛe 
then other Chꝛyſten men do e what 
betokeneth that pe you clothed all 
in one maner clothyng 
Ik pe cape, itbetokeneth loue, and 
charyte, certes than ye be ofte ppo- 
frptes , 'whan any of youhateth o⸗ 
ther , andin thatthat ye wollen be 
fayde 8 by poure clotynge. 
Wh mape not a frere weare 
cothyng e ok an other lecte of freres, 
oy holynes ſtondeth not in the clo- 
ey, | 
Why holde ye ſplere in one howſe 
moꝛe than in another,ſpth me ought 
auer al to ſpeake the good and leaue 
the euell x; 
Why eate vou fleſh in one houſe 
moꝛe than in another : yfyourerule 
and youre oꝛder be pertyt, and the pa 
tron that made ite 
Why gette ye you dyſpenſatyons 
to haue it maze eaſy , Ccrtes ether it 


r r * - 9 


that made it ſo harde, that pe 


883 ———_—_ -__ — — — 


ſemeth'that ye be vnpertyte, whe; 


ngt holde it. 1 ye holds 
t the rule of poure patrons ve be 
— Anne EL! 
poure ſeltes. 

Why make pe you as deade men 
whan pe be pꝛokeſſed, and pet ove 
not lads but moze quycke 

gers than ye were befoze, andit A 
meth euell a deade man to go 45 


boute and beg 7 
Why wyll ye not ſuffer youre 


nouyces heare youre councels in 


poute chapter houſe eate that they 


bene p:ofeſled, yt youre coyncels 
bene trew,and after godes lawee 

Why make ye you ſo coſtiy hom 
ſes to dwell in ! ſyth ) Chypft dyd not 
ſo, and deade men ſhulde haut but 
graues, as fallcth to dead men; 
@ yet ye haue moze goꝛgeous buyl- 
diges thů many lozdes of Englon- 
de, koz ye maye wenden —_ the 


ted gyꝛdel and ae coapes 
hy vle pe al onecolouremoze 
then other Chzyſten men do : what 
betokeneth that ve bene clothed all 
in one maner clothynge⸗ 
Ik pe ſaye, it betokeneth loue, and 
charyte, certes than ye be ofte ypo⸗ 
bytes , 'whan ony of pouhateth o 

cher, and in that that ye wollen be 
kapde holy by poure clotynge. 
Why mape not a krere weare 
dothyng e ok an other ſecte of freres, 
oy holynes ſtondeth not in the clo- 

ea, 
Why holde pe ſylẽte in one howſe 
moze than in another, ſpth me ought 
auer al to ſpeake the good and leaue 
the euell⸗ 
Why eate you ficſh in one houſe 
moꝛe than in another ! yfyourerule 
and youre oꝛder be pettyt, and the pa 
tron that made ite 
Why gette ye you dyſpenſacyons 

to haue it moze * cettes ether it 


that made it ſo harde, that ye may 


— A... 


cemedh'that ye be bop 0zhe; 


— t holde it. Ind ſekeryf ye holde 
I Ae 
not than her freres, and ſo ye lye vpd 
voure ſelfes. 

Why make ye you as deade men 
be p2ofeſled , 8 


whan pe 
not 1 but moze 


gers than ye were befoze, and it 4 
meth euell a deade man to go 8 


_ and r r 
ye not ſuffer —.— 
1 5 youre councels in 
poure chapter houſe eare that they 
bene pꝛofeſſed, yt youre councels 
bene One after godes lawe⸗ 

Why make ye you ſo coſtly hott 
ſes to dwell inet Chzyſt dyd not 
ſo, and deade men ſhulde haut but 
graues , as fallcth to dead men, 
d yet ye haue moze goꝛgeous buyl- 
diges tha many lozdes of Englon⸗ 
de, koꝛ ye maye wenden — the 


thercalme, and ech nyght welnygh 
Iygge in youre owne courtes, and 
ſo mow but ryght kew loꝛdes do 

Why here pe to ferme youre ly⸗ 
mytoꝛs, geuynge thertoꝛe eche yeare 
a ccrtayne rente, and wyll not ſut⸗ 
fer one in an others Iymytacyon, 
ryghtas ye were pour ſelues lozdes 

of contreys, 

Why be pe not vnder voure byſ⸗ 
ſhops viſitacions, and lyege men to 
oute kynge. 

Why are pe no letters of bꝛether 
hedes of other mens pꝛapers, as 
ye deſtze that other men ſhulde aſke 
letters of you? 1 
pf youre letters be good, why 
graunteyethem not generally to al 
maner men koꝛ the moze charyte? 

Mow pe make ony man moze per 
kyte bꝛother fo2 youre pꝛayers than 

god hath by oute beleue, by our bap 
ang and his owne graunte , yfye 
mowe,certes than pe be aboue god, 


Why make ye men beleue p pour 

golden trentall ſonge of you to take 
therfoze.r 0. 
bv. wyll b2yng 
oute of h oute of purgatozye, 
pf this be ſouth.certes ye might 
all ſoules out of payne, a that wolle 
ye nought. and than pe be out of cha 
7. make pe men beleue that he 
that is buryed in poure abyte ſhall 
neuer come in hell, and pe wyte not 
of youre ſelfe whether pe ſhall to hell 
oꝛ no, a yf thys were ſouth, ye ſhulde 
ſelle youre hygh houſes to make ma 
ny abytes; foto ſaue many mens 
ſoules. 
Wyhy ſteale ye mens chyldꝛen koꝛ to 
make hem of youre ſecte ſith þ theft 
is agaynſt goddes heſte, and ſithe 
your ſecte is not pertit. ye know not 
wether the rule that pe bynde hym 
to be beſt foꝛ hym oz wozſt, 

Why vndermpne pe not your bꝛe 


— q 


thꝛen fo their treſpas after the lawe 
of the goſpell,ſith that vndernemin⸗ 
geis the beſt that maye be, bitt ye 
put them in pꝛeſonne ofte whan they 
do after goddes lawe and by ſaynt 
Iuſtines por yk ony dyd amiſſe and 
wolde not amende him, ye ſhuld put 

Wyhy couete ye ſhyfte and du 
tyenge of other mens paryſhens , x 
none other ſacrament that falleth to 
Chuſten folge. 

Why bulpe pe not to heare ſh;pfte 
of — 2 as well as ot ryche loꝛ 
des and ladyes ! ſyth they mowe ha⸗ 
ue moꝛe plentie of ſhzyfre kathers tha 
pooze kolke maye. 

why ſaye pe not the golpe! in hou 
ſes of bedꝛed men! as ye do in rych 
mens that mowe go to churche and 
heare the goſpell. 

why couette you not to burye pooꝛe 
folke amonge you ? (ith that they be 
mooſt holy, as ye ſayne that ye ben 


N 
% 


youre pouertye. 
1 not ben at her dy w⸗ 
ges as ye bene at ryche mens lith 
eee 


what is thy pꝛayer woꝛth⸗ ſith thou 
wylt take therfoꝛe, foz of all chapmt᷑ 
pe nede to be mooſt wyſe fo2 dꝛede of 
what cauſe haſt thou that thou 
wylte not pꝛeache the goſpell e as 


God ſayeth that thou Muldeſt, ſpth 
it is the beſt loꝛe and alſo oute be⸗ 


leuce | 
why be ye tuell payed that ſecu- 
lar Pꝛeſtes ſhulde pꝛeache p goſgel⸗ 
ſith god hun ſelfe hath boden hym. 
hate ye the goſpell to be pzca 
ched ſyth ye beſo muche holde ther⸗ 
to fo: ye winne moꝛe by ptate wyth 
n p2incipio than wyth all the ru⸗ 
es that euer poure patrons made 
Ind in this mynſtrels bene detter 


than ye, foꝛ they contratyt᷑ not to the 


myꝛtes that they maken: but vc cõ⸗ 
trayen the goſpell bothe in wozdc 
and dede, 

Frere,whi thou receueſt apeny 
fo; to ſay a maſſe, whether ſelleſt 
thou goddes body for peny 0} pra- 
per,ozels thy trauail: yf thou ſapeſt 
thou wolt not trauayle fo: to ſave þ 
maſſe but fo; p pcny,#certes yfthts 
be ſoth tha thou loucſt to lyttelmede 
fo2 thy ſoule, and pr thou ſelleſt god- 

des body other thy prayer, than it is 
very ſpmony and art become a chap 
mi woꝛſe than Judas that ſolde it 
fo: thyꝛty pens. | 

Why wzpteſt thou her names in 
thy tables that yeueth the money? 
Sith God knoweth all thynge, fo: 
it ſemyth by thy wꝛyting, that God 
wolde not rewarde hym, but thou 
wꝛrte him in thy tables, god wolde 
cls foꝛgetten lt. 

Why beareſt thou God in honde 


and ſclaundꝛeſt hun that he begged 


fo: his meate! ſith he was [02d ouer 
all,fo: than hadde he ben vnwyſe to 
haue begged, and no nede therto! 
Frere after what law ruleſt thou 
p:wher kyndeſt thou in goddes law 
that thou ſhuldeſt thus begge⸗ 
What maner men nedeth fozto 
begge 
Ok whom oweth ſuche men to 
begger ies) 
Why beggeſt thou ſo foz thy bꝛe 
thꝛen ö 
Ik thou ſayeſt, foꝛ they haue nede 
than thou doeſt it fo: the moze perfec 
tion oz els foꝛ the leaſt, o2 els foz the 
meane, yt it be the mooſt perfection 
of all, than ſhulde al thy bꝛethꝛen do 
ſo and than no man neded to begge 
but foz hym ſelfe foꝛ ſo ſhuld no ma 
begge but hym neded. Ind pf it be ỹ 
leaſt perfeccton, why loueſt thou tha 
other men moꝛe than thy ſelfe ? Foz 
ſo thou arte not well in charytye, 
ſithe thou ſhuldeſt lckethe moze per 


keccion after thy power, lyuynge thy 
ſelke mooſt after God, and thus lea⸗ 
uynge that imperkeccion thou ſhul⸗ 
deſt not ſo begge foꝛ hem. And yfit 
is a good meane thus to begge as 
thou doeſte than ſhuld no man do ſo 
but they ben in this good meane, + 
pet ſuch a meane grauted to you map 
neuer be grounded in goddes lawe, 
fo: than both learned ⁊ lewd that be 
in meane degre of this wozlde,ſhuld 
go aboute and begge as yc do, c yt 
all ſuche ſhuld do lo,certes wel nygh 
al p woꝛld ſhuld go aboute & begge 
as pe do, and ſo thulde there be ten 
beggers agaynſt one peuer. 
why pꝛocureſt thou men to pe⸗ 
ue the here almes, à ſapeſt it is ſo me 
defull, and thou wylt not thy ſelke 
wynne the that mede, | 
why wylt thou not begge foz 
pooꝛe bedꝛed me that ben poozer tha 
ony of youre ſecte, that liggen and 
mow not go aboute to helpe them 


ſelfes, ſith we be all b:ethzen in God 
and that bꝛetherhed paſſeth ony o⸗ 
ther that ye 02 ony man coulde make 
x where mooſt nede were there were 
mooſt perfection eyther els ye holde 
hym not youre puze bzethzen oz woz 
ſe, but than ye be tmperfyte in youre 
begginge. 
why make ye you ſo many 
mayſters amonge you, ſyth it is a⸗ 
gaynſt the teachynge of Chztſt a his 
Apoſtels 
whoſe ben all pour tych courtes 
that ye han, a all your ryche yewels, 
ſyth ye ſayt᷑ that ye han nought im 
pꝛoper ne cumune pt᷑ ye ſayne they 
ben the popes, why gether pe then of 
pooꝛe men & of lozdes lo much out 
ofthe kynges honde to make your 
pope ryche. And ſyth ye ſayen that it 
is great perfeccyion to haue nought 
in pper ne comune⸗/ why be ye ſo faſt 
aboute to make the pope pᷣ is your fa 
ther rych a put on hun imperkecciõ⸗ 


ſithen ye ſayne that youre goodes 
l benallhis,s he ſhulde by reaſon be 
the mooſt perfite man. it ſcmeth opẽ 
lych that pe ben curſed childꝛẽ ſo to 
ſclaunder youre father, a make him 
tmperfyte,x yt᷑ pe ſayne that tho goo 
des de pours, the do pe ayenſt youre 
tule, and pt it be not apeſt your rule 
than myght pe haue both plough | 
carte aud labour as other good me 
done, à not ſo to begge by lelpngerp 
 ydell as pe done, ⁊ yf ve ſay that it 
is moꝛe perfeccion to begge 12 to 
trauayll oʒ woꝛch w youre had why 
pꝛeach pe not openly a teach all mc 
to do ſo⸗ ſith it is p beſt a mooſt per⸗ 
kyte lyke to helpe of her ſoules as ye 
make chyldzen to begge that inyght 
haue be tyche heyꝛes. 
Why make ye not your keaſtes to 
pooze men, and peueth hem yeftes, 
as ye done to the rych? ſith pooze ine 
han moꝛe nede than the tyche. 

what be tokeneth p ye go tweyne 


and tweyne together? It ye be out 
of charitie, ye actoꝛden not in ſoule. 
why begge ye, a take ſalaries ther 
e 
mooſt taketh charge he hath. 

why holde ye not ſaynt Fraunces 
rule a his teſtament: ſich Fraunces 
ſayth p God ſhewed hym this lyuig 


e this rule, and certes yf it were god 


des wyll the pope might not fozdo it 
ozels Fraunces was a lyar 5 ſayde 
on this wyſe, And but this teſtamet 
that he made accoꝛde with goddes 
wyll, els erred he as a lyarthat were 
oute of charytte,@ as the law ſaycth 
he is curlede þ letteth the rightfull 
wyll of a dead man lacke, Ind thys 
teſtament is the leaſt wyll of Fraun⸗ 
ces that is a dead mã, it ſemeth that 
all his freres ben curſed. 

why wil pe not touche no coyned 
money with the croſſe ne with p kyn 
ges hedde, as ye done other Fcucls 
both of golde x ſpluer⸗ "x pk ye 

a 1. 


ho jan in you 

be pe ralſeto 

hy houepeerempte you feoou 
w n 


gyltpe of els, verges ly 
oz treſpaſers to oure biſhoppese 
But ye wyll haue the kyng ies 
fo; treſpas done to you, @ ye wyl ha- 
ue power of other byſhops moꝛe thi 
other pzeſtes,and alſo haue leaue to 
pꝛyſon poute bzethzen as loꝛdes in 
youre couttes moze than other fol⸗ 
kes han p ben the kinges lege men. 
Why (hal ſome ſecte of you freres 
pape eche ycareacertayne to her ge 
netall eee oz miniſter, oꝛ e - 


— 


hy be ye lo hardy graunte 
letters e — 
men that they ſhall haue parte and 
merite of all your good dedes , e pe 
wyten neuer whyther god de payde 
wyth youre dedes, becauſe of 
ſynne, Alſo pe weten neuer 
that man oz woman be in ſtate to be 
ſaued oz damned, than hall he haue 


no meryte in heauen 
dedes . none N — "> 


des yefte Woute poure lymptacton, 
Bu. 


Sutpfye vpllfapethat ye bengod- 
des folowes,# that he maye not do 
' wythout i=" than be ye 


blaſphemers to 

e ebene 
ned that when ſuche one as pe haue 
made poure bꝛother 02 iter, c hath 
a letter o yout ſealeÞ letter mought 
be bꝛought in youre holy Chaptcr, 
and there be redde, ozels ye wyll not 
pꝛaye foz hym, but # ye wyllen not 
pꝛaye ſpecyally fo: all other that we⸗ 
cen not made youre bꝛethꝛen oꝛ ſyſirẽ 
than were pe not in tight charyte, foꝛ 
that ought to becõmne, namely in 
gooltely thinges | 
Frere what chatyte is this to ouer 
charge the people by myghtie beg⸗ 
ginge vnder coloure of pꝛtachynge. 
02 pꝛayeng, oꝛ maſſes ſynging Dith 
holy wꝛite byddeth not — bile eue 
the contrary, foꝛ al ſuch gooſtly de⸗ 
des (hulde be done frely as god ge- 


ueth hem frely, 


% 


Frere what charit is this to be⸗ 
gyle childzen oz they commen to dif: 


by * 
in will # dede a many — 
5 — _— all her lyke et | 
ETUI. 
ow, d be vl en 
that chulden in other ſtates haue be 
trewe men, 
Frere what charite is this to 
ſo many freres in euery c oùtrey to 
charge ok the eons e (ith perſonnes 
& vycares alone,ye — 14 a⸗ 
lone, pe monkes # chanons alone, 
w biſhops aboue him were W 
to the church to do pꝛeſtes office, 3 ta 
adde mo than ynough, is a foule er: 
roure and greate charge to the peo⸗ 
ple, a thys is optly agapnſt goddes 
wille that ozdeyned all thinges tobe 
done, in, weyght,nomber, a e 
B Ut, 


| 6Chy@hymſafwaspeyd wel 
poſtles and a few diſciples to pꝛea 
5 oflyce to all pᷣ ho⸗ 
le woꝛld, ch was it better done than 
it is now at this tyme by a thouſand 
deal, and right ſo as foure fyngers, 
with a thumbe in a mannes . 
helpeth a man to woꝛche and double 
nomber of kyngers in one hod lyuide 
let hym moze , and the more nomber 


eee ee the meaſure 
of goddes aꝛdynaũce the moꝛe were 
letted to wozke. Nyght ic as 
ptlemeth tels ok thele nee] oꝛders 
dparben bebt the church without 
—— of e wzyte and goddcs 


„ Frere wh what charyte is this to lye 
22 ſaye that ye folowe 

pouertye moze than other 
— yet in curious coſtly 
howlpnge d tyne and pꝛecious clo⸗ 
thing, I A fedinge 
s (ntreaſovure# iewels & rych 02na- 


bypete, pet koi the moze parte of hys 
den eie of hys 
(Tot nan] ths byngehome to hys 
pF pence by it ne- 
— 22 of Þ * 
pooze and nedy people, in tourtes & * 
aboute, he ſhal be hold a noble frere, 
o loꝛde whether this be charite⸗ 
Frere what charyte is this to pꝛea 
ſe vpon aryche man, and to entyce 
hym to be buryed ams gyoufro hys 
paryſh church, and to Cache tyche me 
geue letters of fraternyte cofyained 
by youre ſegle, æ therby to 
bearehim in honde that he ſhall ha⸗ 
ue parte ok all ebe ,matins, 
pꝛeachynges, faſtinges, wakinges, 
c all hr ood dedes done by a 
bꝛethzen * N oꝛder both whylcs 
he lyueth, j after that he is dead and 


yet ye wytẽ neuer whether youre de⸗ 
des be acceptable to god, ne whether | 


that man that hath that letter be a⸗ 
ble by good lyuyng to receaue ony 
part of poure dedes, and yetapooze 
man that ye wyte wel oz ſuppoſen in 
tertaine to haue no good ot, ye ne ge 

ue no ſuch letters th he be a bet 
ter man to god than ſuche a rych ma 
neuertheles this pooze ma doth not 
reche therof . Foz as men ſuppoſen 
ſuche letters, and many other p fre⸗ 
res beheſten to men be full of falſe 
deceytes of freres out of reaſon, and 
godes [awe, # Chaſten mens fayth, 

Frere what charyte is this to be 
confeſſoures oflozdes and laydes, 
and to other myghty men , and 
not amend hem in her lyutng, but ra 
ther as it ſcmeth to be the bolder to 
pyl her pooze tenauntes, and to lyue 
in lecherx, a there to dwel in pour of 
fyce ot cõfeſſour fo; winnig ofwo zld 
ly goodes,# to be Holde greate by co 
loure of ſuche gooſtly offyces , thys 
ſemeth rather pꝛyde of kreres than 
B b 


charite of God. 1 
Frcre what charyte is thys to ſayn 
that who ſo lyueth after youre oꝛder 
lyueth mooſte perfytely,and next fo- 
loweth the ſtate ol Apoſteles in po⸗ 
uerte and pen , and yet the wy⸗ 
ſeſte, and  clarkes of you 
wende Ire. pꝛocure top court 
of Rome to be made Cardynales, o 
byſſhoppes, oz the popes chapptlay 
nes, and to be aſſotledofthe vowe of 
pouertye and obedyence to your my 
nyſters, in the which as ye ſayn ſtan 
deth mooſt perfeccyon , and meryte 
of youre oꝛders, and thus pe fare as 
Phariſees that ſapen one and do a- 
nother to the contrarye. 

why name ye mozethe patron of 
poure 02der in youre Conkytcoz whi 
ye beginne maſſe, than other ſayntes 
as Ipoſtels oz marters that hol chur 
che — moꝛe gloꝛpoue than them. 
and clepe hem poure patrons, and 
voute auowryes, _ 


Frere wheter was ſaynt Fraun- 
ces in makyng ok his rule that he ſeg 
thyne oder in, a kole and Iyar, oz eis 
wyſe and trew e Jfye ſayne that he 
was not a kole but wyſe, ne a liar. but 
trew, why ſhew pe the contrary by 
youre doyng ? whan 88 
ſtyon top pope pe ſavd that 
rule was made ſo harde, Þ ye might 
not lyue to holde it, wythout declara 
cyon, and dyſpenſacyon ofthe pope, 
and ſo by youre dede pe lete your pa 
tron a fole that made a rule ſo har 
de that no man maye wel kepe,#cke 
voure dede pꝛoueth hym a lyat, whe⸗ 
re he ſayeth in hys rule that he coke 
and learned it of the holy gooſte. 
Foz how myght pe foʒ ſhaine pꝛaye 
the pope to bndo that the holy 
byddeth. as ye pꝛayed hym to dyſpen 
ſe wyth the hardneſſe of your oꝛder. 

Frere which ofthe foure ozders 
ok fretes is beſt to a man that knows 

eth not which is the beſte, but wolde 


1 
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kayne enter in to the beſte, #none o⸗ 
there Jfthouſayelt that thyne is the 
beſt than ſayit thou that none of the 
other is as good as thyne, and in 
thys eche frere in thethze other oꝛ⸗ 
ders wolle ſaye that thou iyeſt , 
fo2 in the lelke manereche other fre- 
re woll (ay his oꝛder ts beſte, And 
thus to eche of the. ilit. oꝛders ben 
the other thꝛe cõtrarv in this popnte 
in the which yfony ſay ſouth, that is 

one alone, foʒ there may but one be ß 
beſte of foure, lo foloweth it pᷣ yk ech 
of theſe oꝛders anſweted to this que 
ſtion as thou doeſt, the were falle, 
x but one ttew, #yet no man ſhulde 
wyte who that were. And thus it ſe⸗ 
meth p the mooſt part of freres ben 
oꝛ ſhulde be lyars in this poynt and 
they ſhulde anſwere therto. It pou 
ſay that an other oꝛdꝛe of the freres 
is better than thine 02 as good, why 
toke ye not rather therto as top bet⸗ 
ter whan thou myghteſt haue choſe 


% 

at the bcginning,#cke why ſhuldeſt 
thou be an apoſtatetolcauethyn oz 
der. a take 5ᷣ to 5ᷣ þts better ⁊ ſo why 
goeſt thou not fro thin oꝛder into þe 
Frere is there ony pertiter rule of 
religion than Chꝛiſt goddes ſonne 
gaue in his goſpell to his bzethzen, 
oꝛthan 5 religion » ſaynt James in 
his epiſtle makcth mencion of? It 
you (aye pes, than putteſt thou on 
Chꝛiſt p is wyſdome ol god 5 father 
vncunyng, bnpower,o: euil will. foʒ 
eyther than he coulde not make his 
rule ſo good as an other dyd his Ind 
ſo he hadde be vncunnyng, that he 
might not make his rule ſo good as 
an other man might, and ſo were he 
vnmpghty and not god, oz he wolde 
not make his rule ſo perfpte as an o⸗ 
ther dyd his, and ſo he had ben euyll 

willed namely to him elke. 
Fo: yt he might. a coulde,# wold 
haue made a rule perfyte without de 
fate, # dyd not, he was not goddes 


of 

7 

» 

: : o 
i : l : 


on by as much as the other weren 
moze perfyter , and ſo were defaute, 
and Chzyſt had fapled in makynge 
o faplyngein god-toblaPhemy.Jf 
02 . emp. 
thou ſape that Chyſtes rule, and Þ 


that ſaynt James makcth 
of is eſt ( 
rl E 


thout moe. Ind clepeſt thou 
the rather of ſaynt fratices oz ſaynt 
D S rule 02 relygyon 02 03z 
der, Ie rule oz Chzp- 
ſtes oꝛder⸗ 

Ae ande ony des 
—_——— deen e golpell 
wyth the wh ing men ſe 
kctly to be 455 cher kepte it to 
her endynge. It thou ſaye it was to 
* bharde, than ſayeſt thou Chaiſt lyed 

fot he eee rule, My poke is 


fofte and viybunchen chou 
ſape,. Chꝛiſtes rule was to 

may be koʒ nodefaute, fo; 
þ better may it be kept. pf thou ſap 
that there is no defaute in Chaiſtes 
rule of the goſpell, ſpth Chzyſthym 
ſelle laith it is lyght and ealpe, what 
nede was it to patrons of freres to 
adde moz therto : and ſo to make an 
religyon to ſaue freres than 


harder 
was 
e 
8 


.. 2 
er kreres ſaten 
in heauen fo the harder re 
— boy n and ſo 

5 eanen aboue Aer vn 

ke, fo the moo, and ſtrapt o 
uauncts: than ſo chulde they be bets 
ter than Chzyſt hymſelfc wyth mp- 
ſcaunce. 
Go now fozth a ftape youre clet- 
kes, and ground pe in goddes lawe 
and geue Jack anſwete, and Sen 


„% 


pe han aſlſoiled me that J haue ſayde 
ſadly in treuth J ſhall ſoyil the of 
thyne oꝛder, and laue the to heauen. 
If freres cunne not oꝛ mow not 
excuſe him of theſe queſttons aſked 
or hem, it ſemeth that they be hozrt- 
ble gylty againſt god, and her euen 
chuſten,foz which gyltes and defau 
tes it were woꝛthy that the oꝛder p 
they calle her ozder were koꝛdone. 

And it is wonder ỹ men luſteyne hẽ 
oz ſuſtre hẽ lyue in ſuche maner. Foꝛ 
holy weyte biddeth p thou do well to 
the meke, and geue not to ỹ wicked 
but foꝛbyd to geue hem bꝛead 

leſte they be made therbß 

myghtier though 
vou. Finis. 


¶ Pꝛynted foꝛ Jhon Gough. 
Cum Puilegio Regali. 


